
CHART SUTTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 13th September 2021 commencing 

7.45pm at Chart Sutton Village Hall, Chart Hill Road, Chart Sutton. 

 

Present:  Peter Forknall (chairman), Val Underdown, Mike Fitzgerald, Stephen Waring, 

Robert Sagrott, Chris Webb, Michelle Forknall (minutes), Mary Underdown (parishioner) 

Steve Mumford (Borough Councillor) 

 

Mary Underdown attended the meeting to raise concerns about the condition of the bus 

stop and pedestrian footpath, with brambles and weeds growing across the pavement.  

Mary was concerned that there would be an accident. Steve Mumford advised that the PC 

contacts KCC, copying in the highways warden and Lottie PR as they are responsible for 

contacting the owners of the land and ensuring the work is carried out.  Mary thanked the 

meeting and left. 

 

1. Apologies- Paul Ward 

 

2. Filming of Meetings- None received 

 

3. Councillor Declarations- Chris Webb item 12 on the agenda.  Mike Fitzgerald item 

15.4 on the agenda. 

 

4. Requests for Dispensation- None Received 

 

5. Minutes of the Meeting held on 12th July 2021- No matters arising so the Chairman 

signed these as an accurate record of the meeting. 

 

6. Police Matters- PCSO Gardner reported that there had been 2 burglaries on Brishing 

Road, and 1 on Cobfields. Nothing further to report. 

 

7. Terms of Reference- The meeting was happy to agree and approve. 

 

8. Structure of Committees- The meeting was happy to agree and approve. 

 

9. Three Year Strategy- The minutes if The Three-Year Strategy meeting approved at 

the June meeting were circulated. 

a- Electrical Charging Points- The Village Hall committee has indicated to KCC that 

the village hall could be a site for an electrical charging point and are awaiting to 

hear back as to whether the site has been selected.  Mike Fitgerald suggested that 

information about the Home Charging Point Grant be included in the next village 



newsletter.  Val Underdown will do this. 

b- Car Park at Memorial field- It is thought that the owners of the land are the 

Salmons Trust.  Peter Forknall to speak to current tenant to obtain contact details. 

c- Tree Preservation Orders- The meeting agreed that a printout should be obtained 

to assist with future planning applications and village matters. 

d- Queens Platinum Jubilee- A further request for help and support for a celebration 

lunch would be placed in the village newsletter.  Sutton Valence Parish Council have 

asked in Chart Sutton would like to run a joint event with them and it was agreed in 

principal that this was something to talk further about. 

e- Hourly Bus Service- Mike Fitzgerald reported that KCC had gone out to tender on 

the 59 bus with a new route suggestion. A meeting in awaited with the East of 

Maidstone Transport group.  The meeting did question whether there would be the 

support for an hourly bus service in the village. 

f- Village Hall Purchase of Freehold- The landowner is thought to be the same that 

owns the land for the proposed new car park at the memorial field so Peter Forknall 

will discuss with them when he arranges to discuss the car park. 

g- Purchase of Garage Site Adjacent to the Village Green- The meeting agreed that if 

the opportunity arose then the Parish Council should be in a position to maybe 

discuss further. It was thought that the shop could then be expanded to include a 

coffee shop.  Agreed to discuss further at the Village Shop committee meeting on 

13th October. 

h- review of public footpaths- Agreed that Chris Webb and Robert Sagrott would 

take this forward. 

i- Communication with residents- To be discussed further at next meeting. 

j- New Pavillion- The meeting agreed that at the moment this would not be taken 

forward as there was little demand, but that this could be reviewed in the future. 

 

10. Planning Applications-  

Supplying broadband at the village hall was discussed as MBC have indicated that 

there was an option for members to consider the connection useful to enable 

viewing of plans at planning meetings etc. It was reported that hirers of the village 

hall had not requested the use of broadband, and that if the Parish Council agreed 

with MBC to trial the connection, then the parish council would need to invest in a 

laptop, modem, and projector for the village hall.  It was agreed that this was not 

necessary and that the members were happy with paper copies of planning 

applications. If the clerk worked from the hall, then this suggestion may have been 

an option but not felt to be necessary at the moment. 

 

11 & 12.  Speed Indication Devices & Highways Improvement Plan- Highways have sent 

in a report indicating suggested improvements and speed sign installations but that all 

sites have been deemed unsuitable for various reasons. Cllr Mumford highlighted that 

Boughton Monchelsea had receive the same type of response so they are having a 



meeting with KCC and Cllr Mumford will report back to the members. Val Underdown to 

include the report in the next newsletter. 

13. Climate Change and Biodiversity- The meeting agreed to keep on future agendas, to 

keep in everyone’s minds when making future decisions on behalf of the parish. 

14. Matters to Report-  

14.1- County & Borough Councillors Report- Nothing to report. It was agreed that while 

the clerk is off that Cllr Mumford should direct any emails to Stephen Waring and Val 

Underdown. 

14.2- Chairman’s report- The chair had reported more rubbish/littering at Lower Road 

and Hermitage Lane. 

14.3- Individual Councillors Report-  

Stephen Waring- one football team had folded but another team had taken to playing 

Saturday mornings. The is a flood wardens meeting coming up soon. 

Val Underdown- Nothing to report. 

Chris Webb- At the upcoming Ward Cluster Meeting (Chart Sutton meeting with Loose, 

Sutton Valence, Langley and Boughton Monchelsea), the parish council can send a rep 

with 3 problems that need solving. PSS increases will be linked to the Council Tax 

percentage increase. A public consultation on Regulation 19 will be held in 

October/November to decide which is better a committee or a cabinet. The Borough 

Planning Enforcement team are totally overwhelmed with the caseload of planning 

breech reports at the moment. There is an issue of a natural pond continually 

overflowing onto the road at Green Lane, which is likely to become an issue when it 

turns icy.  The meeting agreed this should be reported to KCC Highways to deal with. 

Sutton Valence tennis courts have been refurbished with an all-weather surface and new 

nets, and are now looking for new members.  Val Underdown to include in next village 

newsletter. 

Mike Fitzgerald- Asked that vegetation been included on the next agenda. He is looking 

into whether the Royal British legion can apply for Covid restart grants and suggested 

this may be something that the PC investigate for the village. Attended the Battle of 

Britain Memorial Service and very fittingly, a Spitfire flew over.  Suggested that the 

Parish Council should adopt a policy for what would happen, going forward, when the 

clerk is off, but for the time being suggested that the clerks’ emails should be redirected.  

Stephen Waring to find out how to do this and implement asap.                                  

14.4- Clerk’s Reports                          

14.4.1- The meeting noted the Clerks annual leave dates.              

14.4.2- The meeting noted that the Clerk had granted dispensation to Cllr Sagrott, 

enabling him to take part in meetings relating to the setting of the precept. Dispensation 

expires 13th September 2025.     

CLLR Mumford left the meeting. 

15. Finance 

15.1- Budget Monitoring to 31st August 2021- Noted and agreed. 

15.2- To Note Income Received Since last meeting- This was run through and agreed. 



15.3- To Approve Payments Already Made- Agreed. Proposed by Chris Webb, seconded 

by Val Underdown. 

15.4- To resolve to make Payments as presented for signature- Agreed. Proposed by 

Val Underdown and seconded by Chris Webb. 

15.5- Consideration of Donations to be made- Agreed. Proposed by Mike Fitzgerald and 

seconded by Stephen Waring. 

15.6- Annual Governance & Accountability Return Year Ended 31st March 2021- 

Agreed.  Chris Webb offered thanks to Terri (Clerk) for all the excellent work on the 

return. 

 

16. Date of the Next Meeting 

The next meeting will be held on Monday 11th October at chart Sutton Village Hall. 

 

 


